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and a half the city kept on arousing the cupidity of
all the nionarchs of the ancient world.
But once the strong hand of Hammurabi was re-
moved from the scene the kingdom again became
vulnerable. His son had to face the trouble which
kept on coming from Southrn Babylonia and from
the coast. The coast became independent where
a new dynasty took root. Elam, however, was recon-
quered by the fourth successor of Hammurabi.
It was about this time that the inroads of the
Kashshu or Kassites, an Indo-European nation, began
and their tribes started pressing from Media through
the Zagros towards the fertility and wealth of Babylonia.
About the same time occurred the first onslaughts of
an exceptionally vigorous Aryan nation that came
from beyond the Taurus in Anatolia. ~ They were
the terrible 'Goyyim3 of Asia Minor, the formidable
Khattis with whose popular name, the Hittites., the
lay readers are more familiar. They came down
suddenly, unexpectedly, irresistibly. During the reign
of Samsu-ditana, Mursil I (Murshilish), the king of
Khatti, appeared (VI926 B. c.) before Babylon, storm-
ed and sacked it, putting an end to the empire of
Hammurabi and to the 1st Dynasty of that great city.
Death and destruction trailed the route of the fierce
Hittites who vanished as soon as they had appeared.
The Kassites took this opportunity and their leader,
Gandash, at once captured Babylonia (Kar-Duniyash)
and took the throne thus founding the Kassite dynasty,
which flourished for six centuries.
3.   KASSITES AND MITANNIANS
Very little is known about the Kassite kings. We
have only a string of names and there are unbridgeable
,yoids between the names. Occasionally the curtain
.&jdfawn, a king appears, hacks and cuts, and is lost
. folds again. Agum III became important